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Jon Bierman, Jenna Segal, Catherine Markowitz, Jana Shea, Maley Stolbun-Sussman, Rebecca Gold, Jose Antonio Vargas,

Level Forward Cornice Productions, Lassen Wyse, Balsam Nederlander Productions, Kate Lear. What the Constitution Means
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Repertory Theatre, Berkeley, CA, Tony Taqccone, Artist Director/Susan Medak, Managing Director. What the Constitution
Means to Me had its Off-Broadway premiere in New York City at New York Theatre Workshop, Jim Nicola, Artistic Director,
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A Note from the Director

Thank you for joining us tonight for What the Constitution Means to Me.

When Heidi Schreck created and starred in this play, she opened up a space to talk about the U.S.
Constitution not as an old, reverent piece of paper under glass, but as something alive, messy, and
deeply personal. When | saw this play a few years ago at our regional American College Theatre
Festival in Flint, | was instantly hooked. | knew right then that we needed to stage it here at Saginaw
Valley.

Directing this play on a college campus means watching young people actively confront the choices
made for them generations ago. Heidi Schreck centers women's voices and intergenerational histories,
forcing us to ask how a document written in 1787 continues to impact the bodies, safety, and choices
of Americans today. Theatre gives us a space to interrogate that truth together—and to continue the
conversation long after the show has closed.

My directorial concept was inspired by an idea at the heart of the play: the Constitution is a constant
presence in every room, but does it protect or haunt us?

Is this document a shield meant to evolve and shelter us all, or is it a ghost from 239 years ago—its
exclusions and loopholes casting a long shadow over our present? As you watch tonight, you’ll feel
that tension pull in both directions. And in the second half of the show, you’ll have the chance to
weigh in yourselves.

Working on a show that asks for this much honesty, vulnerability, and humor has been a true gift. With
midterm elections a month away, this play is a powerful reminder that our legal frameworks aren't
fixed in stone—they are shaped by those who show up. | hope seeing these young artists on stage

inspires you to take action in your own community, whether that’s stopping by the Cardinals Vote
table to register to vote, supporting vital local organizations like Underground Railroad, Inc., or simply

staying informed and involved.

| continue to be in awe of the incredible time, talent, and artistry of the student cast, crew, and
designers who bring this and every show at Saginaw Valley to life. It is a privilege to come to work
every day and share in their journey.

Thank you for being here tonight. Whether you vote to abolish or keep the Constitution in Part 11, |
hope the debate continues with you and your friends long after you leave.

— Tommy Wedge, Director


https://www.svsu.edu/communityengagement/cardsvote/cardinalsvote/
https://undergroundrailroadinc.org/

A Note from the Dramaturg

"The future depends entirely on what each of us does every day; a movement is only people moving" -
Gloria Steinem*

When the United States Constitution was written, it was because the governing documents our nation
had (the Articles of Confederation) were not working to serve the people. The nation was, in essence,
falling apart. So the Founding Fathers assembled to devise a new document, a radical document full of
new ideas. This document became our constitution. Arguably the most important aspect that the
framers put in the document that would govern the nation for centuries to come? The ability to change
it.

Thomas Jefferson claimed “Every constitution then, & every law, naturally expires at the end of 19
years. If it be enforced longer, it is an act of force, & not of right.” Indeed, our constitution was crafted
with the intention of being changed to better suit the people it serves’.

Despite this, for a long time, the United States Constitution set an example for many other countries,

including Poland, France, and Haiti, inspiring them to create their own constitutions, modeled on the
United States’. But around the 1980s, the same time that teenage Heidi Schreck was traveling the
country, competing in oratorical contests about the Constitution, it fell behind the rest of the world.
Our Constitution now is considered by many scholars to be out of date or “frozen in time”>.

The question is not, however, what was the Constitution like when it was first written, nor is it where
does the US compare to other countries. The question that this play poses is: how do we achieve a
constitution that best serves everyone in our country?

The situation that our country is facing right now is very similar to that of our founders 239 years ago:
Our governing document is not serving the people. Rather, it is not serving all of the people, but a small
few.

The Constitution has failed women across America, as it was never meant to serve them in the first
place. In the last ten years alone, we have seen women's rights and protections stripped away. From
Roe v. Wade being overturned in 2022, to the blocking of policies that ensure equal pay*, we are
fighting an uphill battle for equality. The responsibility to make the world a better place for future
generations falls to us. Maybe, overhauling the entire onstitution overnight is not a feasible option,
much less crafting an entirely new one from scratch. But, as you will hear tonight, there is plenty that
we can do now, until that time comes. Because, as Heidi says, “we all belong in the preamble.”

— Abigail Rowe, Dramaturg

1“Gloria Steinem: 10 Quotes from the Front-Lines of the Fight for Equality.” Equality Now, https://equalitynow.org/news/news-and-
insights/gloria_steinem_quotes/.

2Conner, Jett. “Jefferson and Madison Letters: Should a Constitution Last Forever?” Journal of the American Revolution, 19 June 2025,

3 “The Constitution That Changed the World—and Why Its Influence May Be Fading.” Duke Judicial Studies Center, 3 Feb. 2026,
https://judicialstudies.duke.edu/2026/02/constitution-changed-the-world/

4 Frankel, Lois. “Trump’s Administration Blocked an Equal Pay Rule & This Lawsuit Could Bring It Back.” U.S. House of Representatives, 16 Nov.
2017,https://frankel.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentiD=647



Production Spotlights

Cooper Sawyer:

Cooper Sawyer (he/him) is a third-year Communications major with a minor in theatre,
and he is excited to be an associate stage manager for What the Constitution Means to
Me. He's previously acted at SVSU as in Women Who Weave, RUR, and as Tony in
Soundscapes; he's also designed sound for Mountain Language, and props for When She
Had Wings and Little Women...Now. He would like to thank all of his family and friends,
as well as everyone on the cast and crew.

Lydia Bolzman:

Lydia is a graduating senior going for her Bachelor of Arts in Communication. She has had quite a
few roles across the SVSU Theatre Department, but there is none she is more proud of than her 2
year-long position as the Publicity Manager. As for her other positions, she has done Prop Design
(Legally Blonde, The Night Witches, Top Girls, Cinderella) and has played one role as "Baby Animal"
in the 2021 SVSU production of Animal Farm, directed by Dave Rzeszutek. Outside of SVSU, Lydia
has done theatrical photography work for 'Delta Drama' at Delta College and 'Vanishing Elephant
Players' in Bay City, and is currently working as a commercial photographer for the Freeland
location of BIGGBY Coffee. She would like to thank her Mama for always supporting her and her
boyfriend, Thomas, for constantly pushing her to pursue her passions, and Dave Rzeszutek for
mentoring her throughout her entire career in the theatre world. Enjoy the show!

Zoe Piotrowski*:

Zoe Piotrowski is a 2nd year ELA Secondary Education and Theatre double major here at
SVSU and is so excited to be the Assistant Director for What the Constitution Means to
Me. This is her sixth show at SVSU, previously involved in RUR, and An Evening of One

Acts, When She Had Wings, and Little Women...Now. She has also been involved in

multiple productions at Bay City Central. Some of her favorites include Urinetown,

Mamma Mia, The Theory of Relativity, and Hadestown. She would like to thank her
mother for her endless support and love!

Rem Ferguson*:
Rem Ferguson (They/Them) is a third-year theatre major with a minor in management who
is extremely excited to be the Stage Manager for What the Constitution Means to Me!
Their previous roles in the SVSU theatre department include Lighting Designer for Little
Women...Now, Associate Stage Manager for When She Had Wings, Stage Manager for
Soundscapes, Associate Stage Manager for RUR, Associate Lighting Designer for Legally
Blonde, and Lighting Designer for The Night Witches. They want to thank their friends and
family for their continued support throughout this process!

Ella Koenigsknecht*:

Ella Koenigsknecht is a second-year English Language Arts for Secondary Education
Major with a minor in theatre. She is delighted to participate in What the
Constitution Means To Me by playing the role of Heidi Schreck. She has previously
worked on SVSU shows as Iris in Soundscapes, Prisoner in Mountain Language,
Amy in Little Women...Now, puppet designer for When She Had Wings, and the

assistant lighting designer and lightboard operator for Rossum’s Universal Robots.
’;‘: Ella is grateful to be a part of this important story being portrayed, and she thanks
her friends and family for their constant support.



Production Spotlights

Lily Oddo*:

Lily Oddo is a third year Theatre and Nursing double major. She is very excited

about being the Hair and Makeup designer for this show. Her previous roles were
Associate Stage Manager (Night Witches, Woman Who Weave, and Legally
Blonde), Stage Manager (R.U.R.), Tech Liaison and Hair and Makeup Designer
(Studio XP), and Assistant Director (Little Woman...Now) . She is very excited to be
able to design again! She would also love to thank her family and friends for all of
the support and she hopes you enjoy the show!
Samantha Hand:

Samantha Hand is a second-year Theatre major with minors in Musical Theatre
and Management. She's very excited to be the props designer for What The
Constitution Means To Me. This is her first time ever being a lead designer! This is
her fourth show at SVSU. Previously she was an actor in Mountain Language, she
was on the Wardrobe Crew for When She Had Wings, and was the Assistant
Costume Designer for Little Women...Now. She wants to thank the theatre
professors for believing in her abilities as well as her friends who have been super

helpful throughout this process!
Lexy Andres:

Lexy is a second year Environmental Science and Mathematics double major. She
is very excited to play the role of Debater in What the Constitution Means to Me.
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Her previous experience includes acting in Soundscapes at SVSU and being the
Sound Board Operator for R.U.R. and When She Had Wings. She wants to thank
her family and friends for supporting her and hopes everyone loves the show!

Jaiden Gardner:

Jaiden Gardner is a second-year Theatre major and Musical Theatre minor. He is excited to
play Legionnaire in this production. He has previously acted at SVSU as Laurie in Little
Women... Now, and Dad/Attendant/Man in When She Had Wings. Other notable roles are
Audrey Il in Little Shop of Horrors, Tin Man in The Wizard of Oz, Wadsworth in Clue, and
Adam in Freaky Friday. Jaiden is also a performer with The Impromptu Crew, an improv
troupe based in Metamora, Michigan. He would like to thank his cast, crew, friends, and
family for their love and support!

Stephanie Crachiolo:

Stephanie Crachiolo is a Theatre major and Music minor here at SVSU. This is her
first time ASMing, and she’s had so much fun being on the other side of the table!
She has participated in several productions at SVSU including playing Jo March in
Little Women...Now, B in When She Had Wings, Monet/Mr. Pointy Star in
Soundscapes, Helena Glory in RUR, and Vivienne Kensington in Legally Blonde. She
is also currently Hair and Makeup Designing A Trip to the Moon and serves as the
Vice President of APO. She would like to thank her friends and family for their
support!



Production Spotlights

Kalinah Dunn:

Kalinah is a 4th year Communication Major with minors in Spanish & Theatre.
They are so excited to be designing in the Malcolm Field again! Recently, they
were the Lighting Designer for When She Had Wings (SVSU), Fight Choreographer
for The Piano Lesson (EVOC Productions), and Principle Photographer for R.U.R.
(SVSU). They want to thank their parents, brother, and girlfriend for always
supporting them no matter what. They hope you enjoy the show!

Abigail Rowe:
Abigail is in her second full year at SVSU after taking a year off to complete an internship
at Walt Disney World! She is a Theatre and Political Science - Public Administration
double major. Abigail's Previous work at SVSU includes Serena in Legally Blonde and
Associate Stage Manager for Women Who Weave. Abigail is thrilled to make her return to
SVSU with such an important show! She would like to thank her incredible family,
amazing friends, and wonderful girlfriend for always being her support system.

Peggy Mead-Finizio:

Peggy is an Associate Professor at Saginaw Valley State University in Saginaw, MI. She is an
active sound designer, director, choreographer, lighting designer, theatre administrator,
and dance instructor. Peggy holds two Master of Fine Arts degrees from the University of

lowa: one in Theatre Arts, with a focus on Lighting Design, and one in Choreography. At
SVSU, Peggy applies her skills as a designer, choreographer, director, and mentor to
student designers and technical crews. She serves as the department’s Production
Manager and also teaches dance classes at the FIM Flint School of Performing Arts.

Brook Treynor:

Brook Treynor is a third-year Theatre major with a minor in Musical Theatre. They
are the Co-Publicity Manager this semester, and Assistant Head of Wardrobe for
the Department. Brook spends most of their time on-stage, but when she's behind
the scenes she prefers to work with costumes and hair and makeup design! Brook
is also the Vice President of "Back 'n' Progress" The SVSU Improv RSO.

Leo Schynk:

Leo is a second-year Theatre Major and Communications Minor, and involved in
Constitution as lead electrician as well as assistant in the scene shop building the
set. He has previously acted in Rossums Universal Robots, Mountain Language,
and Little Women... Now! at SVSU, and in Guys and Dolls, Puffs and The Visit,
alongside a long-standing involvement as theatre tech lead, at his school in

Germany and in Mt. Morris. Not only does he love what he does here, but also
everyone that is there along the way and makes it a great time, and for that would
like to thank all of his friends!




Production Spotlights

Tommy Wedge:

Tommy Wedge is an Associate Professor of Theatre at SVSU where he mentors
student directors, fight choreographers, and arts managers. Recent directing
credits include R.U.R.: An Al Musical Melodrama, Legally Blonde, Next to Normal,
Noises Off!, Urinetown, and Mamma Mia! . Tommy holds an MFA in Directing from
The University of South Dakota and a BS in Theatre from South Dakota State
University. Professional memberships include Stage Directors and Choreographers
Society (SDC), The Association of Theatre in Higher Education (ATHE), and The
Society of American Fight Directors (SAFD) where in August Tommy attained the

rank of Certified Teacher, one of only five active CTs in Michigan. Tommy is also
the Vice President of SVSU’s Faculty Association.
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Production Spotligshts ——

Heidi Schreck:

Heidi Schreck is a writer and performer living in Brooklyn. Her
critically-acclaimed play What the Constitution Means to Me played an
extended, sold-out run on Broadway in 2019 and was nominated for
two Tony Awards. A filmed version of the play premiered on Amazon
Prime Video and was nominated for a Critics Choice Award, a PGA
Award and DGA Award. What the Constitution Means to Me was
named Best of the Year by the New York Times, the Los Angeles
Times, the Chicago Tribune, Time Magazine, The Hollywood Reporter,
The New Yorker and more. Schreck’s other plays Grand Concourse,
Creature and There Are No More Big Secrets have also been produced
in NYC and all over the country. Most recently, she created a new
translation of Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya for the Broadway production at
Lincoln Center. Screenwriting credits include I Love Dick, Billions,
Nurse Jackie and Dispatches from Elsewhere. She is the recipient of
three Obie Awards, a Drama Desk Award and a Theatre World Award,
as well as the Horton Foote Playwriting Award and the Hull-Warriner
Award from the Dramatists Guild. Schreck was awarded Smithsonian
Magazine’s 2019 American Ingenuity Award for her work in the

Performing Arts.
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Special Thanks

And a special thank you to the service members featured on set related to students and
staff from our production. Airman 1st Class John Hanadel (dec.), Corporal Robert
Hanadel, Ensign Nikole Aman (dec.), Corporal Jeffery Burrow, Fireman Allen Burrow,
Staff Sergeant Wayne Horsley (dec.), Private Roberteen Bruce Jr., Private Ralphie

Mendez Jr., Technician Four Angel Jesus Lopez Molanado (dec.).

The dedication and sacrifice you and the other veterans pictured onstage is highly

appreciated, and we are honored to have you on our stage.

To YOU, for supporting Theatrical Productions on our campus.

What the
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For updates on our upcoming season or information on how to get involved,
check out our Social Media Pages!

Instagram Facebook TikTok Website

(V) | VECTORWORKS G Conrerence cene

A MEMETSCHER COMPANY AT SVSU



https://www.instagram.com/svsu_theatre_department/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/svsu_theatre_department/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/groups/117701751617468
https://www.facebook.com/groups/117701751617468
https://www.tiktok.com/@svsu_theatre_department?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@svsu_theatre_department?lang=en
https://www.svsu.edu/theatre/
https://www.svsu.edu/theatre/

CLICK HERE TO MAKE ART FAPPEN

SAGINAW VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE
Every gift not only lifts SVSU theatre students, providing them
opportunities to develop their creative talents, but also enhances the

cultural wealth of the community at large. When you make a gift to
support a theatre scholarship, you make a meaningful difference in

students’lives.
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https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=09c77d42-5da9-42cf-a7ba-cf3ec2417ab3&envid=p-JjJw6PoTIUK4mBXjZbwiZg&zone=usa&utm_source=qr_code
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=09c77d42-5da9-42cf-a7ba-cf3ec2417ab3&envid=p-JjJw6PoTIUK4mBXjZbwiZg&zone=usa&utm_source=qr_code

Bea ‘! with

Alpha Psi Omega

Want to Get Involved?
Contact LILY ODDO for

more information

(Idoddo@svsu.edu)

Wy Wy
AY QO Seek a Life Useful. [FAGHY)

ALPHA PSI OMEGA ALPHA PSTOMEGA. |

Alpha Psi Omega is a National Theatre Honors Society for participants in
collegiate theatre with the aim of encouraging dramatic production at every
step in a person’s academic career.



CLICKHIRTO LFARNABOUT THE UNDERCROUND RAILROAD

The Alpha Gamma Eta chapter of Alpha Psi Omega
Presents...

FT. The Underground Railroad
Before the start of the show APO will be
raising money for The Underground Railroad.
A Saginaw based domestic violence shelter,

dedicated to empowering survivors and create
a culture of safety and respect in our

community.

50% of proceeds will go to The Underground Railroad, and the remainder will go
towards APO’s mission to support students of the 8VSU theatre department


https://undergroundrailroadinc.org/

omenicon college theotre Festivaol

© 4cT

This production is entered in the American College Theatre Festival (ACTF), a national
educational network founded in 1969 to identify, promote, and celebrate college and
university theatre production and training.

ACTF seeks to:

e Encourage, recognize, and celebrate the finest and most diverse work produced in
university and college theatre programs;

+ Provide opportunities for participants to develop their theatre skills and insight, and
achieve professionalism;

¢ |mprove the guality of college and university theatre in the United States; and

e Encourage colleges and universities to give distinguished productions of new plays,
especially those written by students; the classics, revitalized or newly conceived; and
experimental works.

Through ACTF participation, each production is eligible for a response by a regional ACTF
representative. Selected students and faculty may also be invited to participate in regional
and national ACTF programs, including scholarships, awards, professional development
opportunities, and educational initiatives for actors, directors, dramaturgs, playwrights,
designers, stage managers, critics, and arts leadership.

Productions entered at the Participating level are eligible for invitation to a regional ACTF
festival and may be considered for regional or national recognition for outstanding
achievement in production, design, direction, and perfarmance, in accordance with current
program guidelines.

Each year, ACTF engages hundreds of productions and thousands of students nationwide. By
entering this production, our theatre department joins a national community committed to
aristic rigor, educational excellence, access, and professional development in collegiate
theatre.

Additional support for the American College Theatre Festival is provided through national and
regional partners committed to advancing excellence in collegiate theatre education.
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	Special Thanks
	And a special thank you to the service members featured on set related to students and staff from our production. Airman 1st Class John Hanadel (dec.), Corporal Robert Hanadel, Ensign Nikole Aman (dec.), Corporal Jeffery Burrow, Fireman Allen Burrow, Staff Sergeant Wayne Horsley (dec.), Private Roberteen Bruce Jr., Private Ralphie Mendez Jr., Technician Four Angel Jesus Lopez Molanado (dec.).
	The dedication and sacrifice you and the other veterans pictured onstage is highly appreciated, and we are honored to have you on our stage.
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	CLICK HERE TO MAKE ART HAPPEN
	Alpha Psi Omega is a National Theatre Honors Society for participants in collegiate theatre with the aim of encouraging dramatic production at every
	step in a person’s academic career.

